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Dear Parents/Carers, Squirrel Class have had a great start to life at Parkside. Each child appears 
happy and eager to arrive each morning and I must say I absolutely love seeing their faces every 
day. Each child is a valued individual and combined they are a wonderful class and I feel very 
lucky to be their teacher. 
Back at the beginning of Term 2 we began a new phonics ‘learning to read and write’ scheme 
called Little Wandle Letters and Sounds (revised 2021). The children love it! At their own 
individual pace, they are starting to read and write short words. Soon I will be sending home login 
details for the Collins Big Cat e-books website so that your child can read to you at home via a 
smart device (phone, tablet, computer). Worthwhile homework, I promise! 
  
 
 

Term 4.  
 
Phonics: Phase 3 letters and sounds 
 
The children will be building on their previously 
learnt phase 2 letters and sounds and start to 
apply this to reading and writing more complex 
sentences. This will include digraphs and trigraphs 
(“2 or 3 letters 1 sound” e.g. ‘sh’ in shop, ‘igh’ in 
high). 
 
Maths:  
 
The second half of the Spring term will see the 
children consolidating their number knowledge up 
to number 10. We will be looking at 3D shapes and 
learning more about measure, including height, 
weight and capacity. 
The children love singing songs and have almost 
mastered the days of the week. 
 
Topic:  
 
Continuing with Seasonal Change, now focussing 
on Spring, the children will start to see buds and 
blossoms emerge around the school site and in the 
Forest School. We are very lucky to have a mature 
woodland as part of our school site and additional 
lots of opportunities to plant and grown our own 
flowers, vegetables and fruit. 
We will look at life cycles and hopefully have the 
opportunity to have contact with some real baby 
animals as part of a school trip to a farm or 
sanctuary (date and location to be confirmed) 
 

Term 3 
 
Phonics: Phase 2 letters and sounds. 
We have learnt the sounds; 
s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,ck,e,u,r,h,b,f,l,ll,ss,ff and j 
 
You may hear the children talk about “2 letters 1 
sound!”, these are digraphs e.g. ck, ss, ll. 
The children are learning to read and write short 
CVC words (consonant, vowel, consonant), such 
as;  
tap, got, bat, map, cab, dog, mess, sock etc 
 
They have also learnt ‘tricky words’ (which cannot 
be explicitly decoded using phonic knowledge); 
The, I, is, put, pull and full. 
Please point out these words at home to help 
your child to learn them by sight. 
 
Maths:  
The children are learning to count accurately to 5 
and to understand how numbers can be 
represented in different ways in the real world and 
abstractly. 
As the term goes on we will be building on this 
knowledge and skills to introduce 6,7 and 8.  
Please practise counting and representing 
numbers with your child. 
 
 
Topic:  
Winter Wonderland! The children will continue to 
learn about Seasonal Change. We have looked at 
animals who hibernate, and will also look at 
people and animals who live in cold climates. 

PE takes place twice a week and is on a Thursday.   
Please ensure your child comes into school dressed in their 
PE kit as we will not be changing in class. This includes the 
coloured T-shirt provided in September. Please ensure that 
your child has jewellery removed (especially earrings). 
  



 

We would like to achieve the 100% Attendance Certificate for the next two academic terms and in 
order to achieve this all children need to be in school every day. 
 
It really is essential that children are regular attenders as low attendance has a huge impact on 
a child’s learning.  Please ensure that your child is in school for 8.40am. The register will be 
closed at 8:50am each day and the gate at 8:55am. Arriving after this will require you to go via the 
school office to register. Late arrival really does have an impact on your child and the rest of the 

class and often means they have missed the first teacher lead input of the day.  Thank you.  

We take PRIDE in our school and uniform so please ensure that your child comes to 
school each day wearing the correct uniform. Your child should arrive each day wearing 
appropriate weather proof shoes, not pumps or trainers and please no shoes with laces 
unless they are able to tie them themselves.  Winter coats and school jumpers or 
cardigans are essential because we regularly spend time outside. If you have waterproof 
boots at home that you can send in to keep at school this would be great! Any unwanted and 
outgrown boots for 4+ year olds would be greatly appreciated too.  

REACH for the 
Stars 

 
Resilience 

 
Effort 

 
Aspiration 

 
Courtesy 

 
Honesty 

 
 
 

 

Golden Rules GREAT 
 
Gentle hands and feet. 
 
Really listen carefully without 
interrupting. 
 
Expect to work hard. 
 
Always tell the truth and be a 
good friend. 
 
Treat resources with respect 
and tidy away. 
 
 

Please read to your child each night to help them 
build their interest in reading and stories. 
 
They can borrow and change their picture books as 
often as they like from the range we have in the 
classroom book corner and from the school library. Or 
please do read books you already have at home! 
 
It is helpful to know how they get on by writing a short 
comment in the yellow reading record books provided. 
 
Use ‘book talk’ as much as possible which means talk 
about the story and characters and ask your child’s 
opinions about the story to check their 
understanding.   
   

Children in Squirrel Class are 
given fruit and milk so there is no 
need to send in additional snacks 
unless they have a specific 
dietary requirement that the 
school should be aware of. 
Packed lunches should 
consist of a healthy sandwich 
or similar, low sugar drink, 
yogurt and at least two pieces of 
fruit (please cut grapes in half to 
avoid choking). 
Biscuits and chocolate are 
sugary treats which are best 
enjoyed at home as they can 
impact on a child’s behaviour. 
We are a NO NUTS school due 
to members of staff and pupils 
with severe allergies. 

REMINDERS:  

If you have arranged for 

another person to collect 

your child from school then 

please remember to let us 

know. 

We will NOT release a 

child to an adult unless we 

have your permission to do 

so! 

Water bottles can be sent 

in daily but they must 

only contain WATER and 

be taken home each 

evening to be thoroughly 

washed and returned. 

 

Dates for your diary: School trips to be confirmed! 
Please check your child’s book bag in case they 
have been given school letters. 
 
 


